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§ 11.604 Requirements for an STCW 
endorsement for Global Maritime 
Distress and Safety System 
(GMDSS) radio operators. 

Each applicant for an original en-
dorsement must present a certificate of 
completion from a Coast Guard-ap-
proved course for operator of radio in 
the GMDSS meeting the requirements 
of Section A–IV/2 of the STCW Code 
(incorporated by reference, see § 11.102 
of this part). 

Subpart G—Professional 
Requirements for Pilots 

§ 11.701 Scope of pilot endorsements. 
(a) An applicant for an endorsement 

as first-class pilot need not hold any 
other officer endorsement issued under 
this part. 

(b) The issuance of an endorsement 
as first-class pilot to an individual 
qualifies that individual to serve as 
pilot over the routes specified on the 
endorsement, subject to any limita-
tions imposed under paragraph (c) of 
this section. 

(c) The OCMI issuing an endorsement 
as first-class pilot imposes appropriate 
limitations commensurate with the ex-
perience of the applicant, with respect 
to class or type of vessel, tonnage, 
route, and waters. 

(d) A license or MMC endorsement 
issued for service as a master, mate, or 
operator of uninspected towing vessels 
authorizes service as a pilot under the 
provisions of § 15.812 of this subchapter. 
Therefore, first-class pilot endorse-
ments will not be issued with tonnage 
limitations of 1,600 GRT or less. 

§ 11.703 Service requirements. 
(a) The minimum service required to 

qualify an applicant for an endorse-
ment as first-class pilot is predicated 
upon the nature of the waters for which 
pilotage is desired. 

(1) General routes (routes not restricted 
to rivers, canals and small lakes. The ap-
plicant must have at least 36 months of 
service in the deck department of self- 
propelled vessels navigating on oceans, 
coastwise, and Great Lakes, or bays, 
sounds, and lakes other than the Great 
Lakes, as follows: 

(i) Eighteen months of the 36 months 
of service must be performing bridge 

watchkeeping duties under the super-
vision of the master or a qualified offi-
cer. 

(ii) At least 12 months of the 18 
months of service required in para-
graph (a)(1)(i) of this section must be 
on vessels operating on the class of wa-
ters for which pilotage is desired. 

(2) River routes. The applicant must 
have at least 36 months of service in 
the deck department of any vessel in-
cluding at least 12 months of service on 
vessels operating on the waters of riv-
ers while the applicant is performing 
bridge watchkeeping duties under the 
supervision of the master or a qualified 
officer. 

(3) Canal and small lakes routes. The 
applicant must have at least 24 months 
of service in the deck department of 
any vessel including at least 8 months 
of service on vessels operating on ca-
nals or small lakes. 

(b) A graduate of the Great Lakes 
Maritime Academy in the deck class 
meets the service requirements of this 
section for an endorsement as first- 
class pilot on the Great Lakes. 

(c) Completion of an approved or ac-
cepted pilot training course may be 
substituted for a portion of the service 
requirements of this section in accord-
ance with § 10.404 of this subchapter. 
Additionally, roundtrips made during 
this training may apply toward the 
route familiarization requirements of 
§ 11.705 of this subpart. An individual 
using substituted service must have at 
least 9 months of shipboard service. 

(d) An individual holding a license or 
MMC endorsement as master or mate 
of inspected self-propelled vessels of 
more than 1,600 GRT meets the service 
requirements of this section for an en-
dorsement as first-class pilot. 

§ 11.705 Route familiarization require-
ments. 

(a) The Officer in Charge, Marine In-
spection (OCMI) has jurisdiction and 
determines within the range limita-
tions specified in this section, the num-
ber of roundtrips required to qualify an 
applicant for a particular route, con-
sidering the following: 

(1) The geographic configuration of 
the waterway. 

(2) The type and size of vessels using 
the waterway. 
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